TREY GOWDY, SOUTH CAROLINA ONE HUNDRED FIFTEENTH CONGRESS ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND

CHAIRMAN RANKING MINCRITY MEMBER

Congress of the United States

PHouse of Repregentatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RayBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

MadoriTy  (202) 225-5074
MinoriTy  (202) 225-5051

http:/foversight.house.gov

December 19, 2018

The Honorable Kirstjen M. Nielsen Mr. Matthew G. Whitaker
Secretary Acting Attorney General

U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Department of Justice

245 Murray Lane S.W. 950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20528 Washington, D.C. 20530

The Honorable Alex M. Azar I

Secretary

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Madam Secretary, Mr. Secretary, and Mr. Acting Attorney General:

As you know, Democrats will be in the majority in the House of Representatives
beginning in January, and I have been chosen as the incoming Chairman of the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform. I am writing to request that you fully comply with the
Committee’s previous bipartisan request for documents regarding the Administration’s policy
announced by Attorney General Jeff Sessions on April 6, 2018, and Executive Order 13841,
“Affording Congress an Opportunity to Address Family Separation,” as set forth in the letter on
July 5,2018.! Iintend to continue this investigation in the next Congress.

Please refer to the attached instructions on how to respond to this document request. As
specified therein, upon completion of the document production, please submit a written
certification that a diligent search has been completed and all responsive documents have been
produced to the Committee.

Please provide all responsive documents and the certification by January 11, 2019. If you
have any questions about this request, please contact my staff at (202) 225-5051.

! Letter from Chairman Mark Meadows, Subcommittee on Government Operations,and Ranking Member
Elijah E. Cummings, House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, to Kirstjen M. Nielsen, Secretary,
Department of Homeland Security, Alex M. Azar 11, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services, and
Attorney General Jeff Sessions, Department of Justice (July 5, 2018) (online at https://democrats-
oversight.house.gov/sites/democrats.oversight.house.gov/files/documents/Meadows-
Cummings%20Letter%20Requesting%20Info%200n%20Separated%20Children.pdf).
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Thank you for your prompt attention to this request.

Sincerely,

Cummings
Ranking Member

ge: The Honorable Trey Gowdy, Chairman



Responding to Document Requests

1. In complying with this request, produce all responsive documents that are in your
possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present agents,
employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also produce documents
that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy or to which you have
access, as well as documents that you have placed in the temporary possession, custody, or
control of any third party. Requested records, documents, data or information should not be
destroyed, modified, removed, transferred or otherwise made inaccessible to the Requestors.

2. Inthe event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has been, or is
also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall be read also to
include that alternative identification.

3. The Requestors’ preference is to receive documents in electronic form (i.e., CD, memory
stick, or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions.

4. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized, identified, and indexed
electronically.

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following standards:

(@ The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File (“TIF”), files
accompanied by a Concordance-format load file, an Opticon reference file, and a file
defining the fields and character lengths of the load file.

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and TIF file
names.

(©) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, field
names and file order in all load files should match.

(d All electronic documents produced to the Requestors should include the following fields
of metadata specific to each document;

BEGDOC, ENDDOC, TEXT, BEGATTACH, ENDATTACH, PAGECOUNT,CUSTODIAN,
RECORDTYPE, DATE, TIME, SENTDATE, SENTTIME, BEGINDATE, BEGINTIME,
ENDDATE, ENDTIME, AUTHOR, FROM, CC, TO, BCC, SUBJECT, TITLE, FILENAME,
FILEEXT, FILESIZE, DATECREATED, TIMECREATED, DATELASTMOD,
TIMELASTMOD, INTMSGID, INTMSGHEADER, NATIVELINK, INTFILPATH,
EXCEPTION, BEGATTACH.

6. Documents produced to the Requestors should include an index describing the contents of
the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive,
box or folder is produced, each CD, hard drive, memory stick, thumb drive, box or folder
should contain an index describing its contents.

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with copies of file
labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated when the request was
served.












